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JUNE TOBAN:   

 CANCELLED FOR JUNE 

 

Message from Rev. Nakagawa 

Family 'Hoji' Memorial Service  

becomes a foundation of our  

Dharma Living 

     The diversity of the American family of today is changing fami-

ly and relatives are scattered in various places, and the period that 

the younger generation living alone is getting longer. In recent 

years, there have been fewer opportunities to realize that we are 

living with many “life” connections. In such an environment, it can 

be said that the significance of having the Yearly 'Hoji' Memorial 

Service, under “normal” circumstances, in which family and close 

relatives gather and remembering the beloved deceased, is great.  

     First, you can feel the deep connection of "life" that has been 

handed down and acknowledging the direct linage. 

     Second, by gathering family & relatives, everyone will be em-

braced in a great "life" and live together.  That is, the horizontal 

connection of "life". 

     Here we have the phrase, "To listen to the Buddha-dharma is to 

wash away the dirt in your mind." 

     Every year during this season, there is a ceremony for the Baby’s 

first visit to the temple, and every year without exception, every 

baby has clear and pure eyes. The reason why baby’s eyes are pure 

is that he/she has no malicious intent in his/her mind. As we ap-

proach adulthood, various malicious thoughts occur in our mind, 

and our eyes become dull or tainted. It is a sad reality, isn’t it? 

     That is why we must always wash away the dirt in our mind. We 

wash our face and body every day but isn't it unexpectedly easy to 

forget about washing our heart/mind?  Like our face and body, if we 

do not wash our mind every day, dirt will pile up quickly.  Be sure 

to face the family ‘O-Butsudan’ shrine once a day and put both 

palms together in Gassho and say the Nenbutsu.  This is an im-

portant way of life that will wash away that dirt.  Then visit the 

temple occasionally and listen the Dharma, practice the Dharma.  

This is where, from the Buddha, we receive treatment for the dis-

ease of the heart/mind. We all have symptomatic diseases in our 

heart/mind. 

Symptoms of such various diseases: 

If we like something, we endlessly indulge 

If we do not like something, we easily anger 

When listening to important information or stories, we doze off 

                                Continued on page 3 

     All on site activities, services, and meetings 

have been cancelled or postponed during the 

month of June due to COVID-19.  If for some 

reason the “shelter in place” orders are lifted, 

we will inform you by mail if our schedule 

changes, otherwise, no activities during the 

month of June.  This cancellation includes the 

Obon Festival that was planned for June 20th 

and the Hatsubon Service that was scheduled 

for June 21st.  (online on July 11th - see below) 

     The June Monthly Memorial service will be 

online and names will be read at the online 

service on JUNE 7, 2020 at 10:00 AM on the be-

low Twitter website. 

     The following is a website link to Rev. Na-

kata and Rev. Nakagawa’s live stream on Sun-

days at 10:00 AM.  A Twitter account is NOT 

needed.  https://mobile.twitter.com/fresno_nishi  

Central California District 

Cancelled Events 

     Due to the continuation of discouraging mass 

events in Central California, Visalia, Fresno, & 

Reedley have cancelled their Obon festivals.  As we 

go to press, we have not heard if Fowler and Parlier 

are cancelling, but it’s likely.  We understand that 

most Obon fesitvals in California have been can-

celled due to COVID-19.   

Central California Hatsubon 

Service - Sat., July 11th - 5:30 PM 

.  The Central California Hatsubon Service will be 

held on Saturday, July 11th at 5:30 PM.  The 

Hatsubon names from each temple will be read and 

each will be represented with oshoko and candle 

lighting.  All families observing are asked to watch 

and remember their loved ones.   

     A virtual Obon dance will be conducted following 

the service led by the Obon teachers.   

     Please go to:     

     https://mobile.twitter.com/fresno_nishi  

See last page to purchase Obon snack bags! 



 JUNE 2020 PAGE 2 

Message from Rev. Nakata 

Obon is a time to unite everyone 
for joy and gratitude 

     Hello, all Central California Sangha friends! 
This is my third Newsletter article after the stay at home/shelter 
in place orders were enacted. I am so pleased that many friends 
watch our weekly Streaming service. I edited our streaming video 
to create a Streaming Sunday Service DVD for some of our 
friends who do not have internet or a device on which to watch 
our service. Some CC Temples/Churches offer meal delivery to 
their members, so I asked them to include delivery of the DVD. I 
distributed more than 200 DVDs to cover all CC friends. If you 
have not received the DVD, please notify me or your local tem-
ple/church contact. I would be happy to send a copy to you. 
     In the last three months, many activities at Temple/Church 
have been canceled. It is inevitable, but I feel so sorry that we 
cannot gather and mingle at Temple/Church. In June, we usually 
have meetings and gatherings for pre-Obon activities, such as 
food preparation, booth setting and Obon dance practice. There is 
no doubt that Obon is one of the biggest events for us. When we 

hear Tanko-Bushi song, our hands start digging coal. ♪“Tsuki 

ga, deta, Tsuki ga, deta”♪It may be a part of our DNA! Howev-

er, you might already have heard that we regretfully had to cancel 
the 2020 Obon festivals in Central California. This summer, there 
will be no hanging lanterns, no Chicken Teriyaki booths.  
     When in the internment camps in the 1940s, Obon was held. I 
am not sure how Obon was held in 1918 during the Spanish Flu. 
This may be a first time canceling all Obon in our CC Buddhist 
history.  
     Soon after the cancellation was announced from CC tem-
ple/church presidents at a district meeting, Rinban Nakagawa, 
Rev. Midori, and I gathered to hold a minister’s meeting and we 
discussed a possibility of hosting an alternative event. Since the 
stay at home/shelter in place order was enacted, we have conduct-
ed more than 12 streaming services on the internet. Although our 
temporary service is not fulfilling everyone’s need, we try our 
best with what equipment we have, under the limited circum-
stances. We are sure that whether our service is conducted with 
congregants or online, our passion for conducting services has not 
changed. 
     Our Jodo Shinshu tradition started over 800 years ago in Ja-
pan, but its origin is in India. The teaching of Shakyamuni is re-
formed into three major traditions: Hina-yana, Maha-yana, and 
Vajra-yana.  Hina-yana (three yanas). During the time of Shakya-
muni, he trained people to become professional monks. He might 
have thought that if they became professionals, they would have 
the ability to guide the uneducated to reach enlightenment. How-
ever, these professional monks misunderstood his intention. They 
understood it to be that the teaching of Shakyamuni was shared 
only by professionals (monks). Only professionals kept rituals 
and precepts, and they discussed Buddhism in own language for 
reaching enlightenment. One of their main objectives was to 
“suppress their human desires.” They left ordinary life and had a 
chance to manage and eliminate their desires. To survive, ordi-
nary people must have all kinds of desires. They started question-
ing… Shakyamuni is supposed to share his teaching, to guide  

                  Continued in next column 

everyone in attaining enlightenment. Why are we not included? A 
new Buddhist movement came out from their voices 500 years after 
of Shakyamuni’s death. The movement was called Maha-yana. Ma-
ya means vast, huge, or great and Yana means wagon. Therefore, 
Maya-yana is the teaching of a huge wagon.  The wagon is big 
enough to drive all people to reach enlightenment, and so it is 
known as a “great vehicle”. “Without suppressing our desire, we 
reach enlightenment”, is a mainframe of the Maha-yana tradition. 
Our founder, Shinran Shonin described it as the teaching of attain-
ing enlightenment while you live as you are. So, our Jodo Shinshu 
tradition is known as a mainstream of Maha-yana because it carries 
the original intention of Shakyamuni. The teaching is for everyone. 
     Our passion for conducting a mainstream Maha-yana services 
comes from such historical background. Obon includes an especial-
ly important service, which is Hatsu-bon. Hatsu-bon is a time to 
express our deepest condolences and gratitude to our loved ones 
who have passed since the last obon. Do you remember how they 
were enjoying the hot summer gathering of Obon? When was the 
last time they were in the dancing circle of Obon odori?  What was 
their favorite Obon food? What conversation did you have with 
them on the way home from Obon?  After they stopped coming to 
Obon, did they miss it? I am sure that when you close your eyes, 
you recall these memories. We show our appreciation to them by 
dancing Obon-odori, thanking them for their tireless help and sup-
port to our life. 
     We care of your health and appreciate governmental guidance. 
So, we will have a streaming Central California District combined 
Hatsubon Service and a virtual Obon dance on July 11 beginning at 
5:30pm. If you are unsure on how to view the service & odori, 
please ask your family members, local temple/church friends or me. 
In June, we will have several Obon odori practice sessions and how 
to wear Kimono sessions on-line. To view the scheduled sessions, 
visit your temple’s website or Central Cal Twitter website begin-
ning June 1st.  So sorry for this short notice and inconvenience.  
     Under the current circumstance, regrettably we cannot enjoy our 
regular Obon food. But I decided to sell an “Obon Snack bag” as a 
Central Cal fundraiser. Each bag contains Japanese crackers, choco-
lates, candies and so on (my choice!), and includes a raffle ticket. 
Of course, we cannot conclude our Obon without a raffle! At the 
end of the virtual Obon dance, we will have the raffle drawing. All 
proceeds go to local CC temple/church, so to support your tem-
ple/church, please purchase as many snack bags as possible and 
share them with your family and friends. 
     Again, thank you all for your tremendous help and support to our 
CC temples/churches.  
     I try my best to serve everyone for their smile and happiness in 
return :-) 

Sincerely, Gassho. 



  

Mrs. Kikuyo Ikemiya - In Appreciation for 

     Care Packages             $ 100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. George Tsuji - In Appreciation 

    for Care Packages    100.00 

 

Mrs. Toshiko Kawagoe - In Appreciation  

    for Care Packages      50.00 

Mrs. Kenji Ichihana - In Appreciation for 

    Care Packages      30.00 

Mrs. Ayako Yamada - In Appreciation for 

    Care Packages       25.00 

Mrs. Kiyoko Inn - In Appreciation for  

     Care Packages      25.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Nishinaka - In Memory 

    of Mrs. Thelma Ichiyama      20.00 

May Monthly Memorial Service Donations 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Nishinaka    100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. George Tsuji      80.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Hanemoto     50.00 

Mrs. Chizuko Iwasaki       50.00 

Mrs. Sue Kawamoto      40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Nishida     30.00 

Ms. Amy Naito       25.00 

Mrs. Ellen Yamada      25.00 

Mrs. Joanne Hansen       20.00 

Mrs. Ayako Yamada      20.00 

April Monthly Memorial Service Donations 

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Hanemoto     50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sakata     50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. George Tsuji      40.00 

Mrs. Nancy Sakata      30.00 

Mrs. Ayako Yamada      20.00 

Hanamatsuri Donations 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Nobuhiro     50.00 

Ms. Marcia Yamada      50.00 

The Tavlan Family       30.00 

Mrs. Toshiko Kawagoe      25.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sakata     25.00 

Mrs. Ellen Yamada      25.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Danny Nakamichi      20.00 

Ms. Shizuko Taguchi       20.00 
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 Church Acknowledges Dana Rev. Nakagawa’s Message from page 1 continued: 

Placing more importance on eating & drinking, comfort of the 

room temperature, fame & fortune, etc., yet not con-

cerned about the most important things in life. 

Speaking ill of others, yet hesitant to praise, etc. 

There is no end… 

     The only heart/mind (‘soul’ in English and ‘kokoro’ in Japa-

nese) that has no lie and no delusion is empathizing me, embrac-

ing me and fostering me. It is amitābhaḥ of the Śākyamuni Bud-

dha. This true-and-real parental Love heals our diseases, washes 

away the dirt piled on our heart/mind, and no matter how long our 

life lasts, we will continuously be able to head toward the Buddha-

realm. Only the Nenbutsu opens up the great path of unobstructed 

freedom without any lies. 

     No matter how I wash or how often I wash it, my heart will 

soon become dirty, so I have no choice but to live and practice 

Buddha-dharma for the rest of my life. 

     The Family Hoji Memorial Service is an important opportunity 

to convey the life as a true-and-real human being who follows the 

path to Buddhahood and imparts it to the next generation. 

     Please make your family reunion a reality through Family Hoji 

Memorial Service. 

     The appropriate intervals for Family Hoji Memorial Service is 

the 49th day, 100th day, 1st year, 3rd year, 7, 13, 17, 25, 33, 50, 

and every 50 years thereafter. These "Nenki Hoyo” (yearly ser-

vices) are usually held privately by the family, relatives, and 

friends. Also there are O-Bon and O-Higan, which are the memo-

rial for all of our ancestors. 

     We are considering sending reminders to all Central Cal Sang-

ha families, of an upcoming Hoji Memorial service interval/

anniversary.  We ask that a date be chosen for the service, also a 

wonderful opportunity for a family reunion.  

     As we experience the current pandemic, we started ZOOM 

Dharma Services at the CC temples.  Families living distantly may 

watch & participate in services.  Now, even US-wide family reun-

ions are possible thru the internet. 

     For practicing Shin Dharma, the significance of having Hoji 

Yearly Memorial Service is not to appease or console the spirits of 

the deceased, but is, rather the opportunity to pay tribute to and to 

recall cherished memories of the departed while listening to the 

Dharma. And an important by‑product of this custom is the rein-

forcing of family ties with whole members beyond the immediate 

family and a continuity of Dharma-heritages from generation to 

generation. 

New Additional Equipment Will 

Help When We Return to Church 

     The main restrooms are going to be 

equipped with touchless faucets, automatic soap dis-

pensers, and touchless paper towel dispensers to assist 

in virus prevention when we return to church.  Also, 

push bars on the doors will also be used to assist in 

exiting the restroom without touch handles.   

     We want to get back to having services at church, so 

we will be prepared when we do! 



  

 
JUNE 2020 PAGE 4 

Live Stream & Videos  

Available on the BCA  

Website 

     The Buddhist Churches of 

America has listed a number of websites from 

various churches and temples with either live 

streaming of services or recorded videos during 

the pandemic.  Please go to:  

www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org to 

find the links.  It is a perfect time to listen to 

Dharma talks from other ministers in the BCA. 

     The newly elected BCA bishop, Rev. Marvin 

Harada also has a message that you can read or 

watch as well.   

HATSUBON OBON  

         SERVICE 

The families of the following will be observing 

Hatsubon for their loved ones at the online  

Obon service on Sunday, July 11, 2020 at 5:30 

PM:  

Mr. Akio Tatami 

Mrs. Yukiko Ito 

Mrs. Mary Hirata 

Mrs. Tatsuko Hatanaka 

 

     If your loved one is not listed above, and you 

would like his/her name included in the Hatsu-

bon observance, please inform Mr. Gary Sakata 

at (559) 638 - 3747. 

     Reedley will be represented at the service and 

names will be read.    

Congratulations  

to Reedley’s  

Dharma  

Scholarship  

Recipient,  

Claire Ikemiya 
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     Thank you to the following members for your 

generous donation towards the church mainte-

nance fund.  This helps with the upkeep of the 

church facilities. 

Mrs. Nancy Abe        $  50.00 

Ms. Kay Antoku            40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Hitoshi Aoki           40.00 

Mr. Kiyoshi Aoki            40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Chad Doi           40.00 

Mrs. Joy Donaldson            40.00 

Mr. Gerry Hada           40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Hamada         40.00 

Mrs. Joanne Hansen           40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. James Hatakeda         40.00 

Mrs. Tatsuko Hatanaka          40.00 

Mr. Stan Hirahara           40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Bradley Hiyama          40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Kan Ibara          40.00 

Mrs. Carolyn Ikemiya          40.00 

Mrs. Fumiko Ikemiya          40.00 

Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Ikemiya       100.00 

Mrs. Kikuyo Ikemiya          50.00 

Mrs. Kiyoko Inn            40.00 

Mrs. Eva Iwanaga           40.00 

Mrs. Chizuko Iwasaki           40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Iwasaki         100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Kliff Justesen          40.00 

Mrs. Toshiko Kawagoe          40.00 

Mrs. Sue Kawamoto           40.00 

Mrs. Nancy Kimura           40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kobayashi          40.00 

Mrs. Nagiko Konishi           40.00 

Mr. Alan Kubota           40.00 

Mrs. Lynn Kurumaji           40.00 

Mr. Michio Miyamoto          40.00 

Ms. Amy Naito            50.00 

Mrs. Amy Naito            40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Naito           40.00 

Mr. Michael Naito            40.00 

Mrs. Grace Nakagawa          40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Danny Nakamichi         40.00 

Mrs. Alice Nakamura          40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Nishida          40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Nishinaka          40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Nobuhiro           50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Okamura          40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Hideki Otani           40.00 

 

   continued in next column 

Maintenance Fund Donations Maintenance Fund Donations Continued: 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sakata          $  40.00 

Mrs. Nancy Sakata               40.00 

Mrs. Ayako Alma Sunamoto              40.00 

Ms. Shizuko Taguchi               40.00 

Mr. Byron Taira     50.00 

Mr. Don Takanishi     40.00 

Mrs. Yukiye Takayama   40.00 

Mrs. Kazuko Tatami    40.00 

Mr. Johnnie Togioka    40.00 

Mrs. Margo Toyota    40.00 

Mr. & Mrs. George Tsuji    40.00 

Mrs. Mary Uyeda    40.00 

Mrs. Ayako Yamada    40.00 

Ms. Ellen Yamada    40.00 

Ms. Carole Yamakoshi             100.00 

Memorial Day Flowers to Reedley 

Cemetery 

     The Reedley BWA prepared and distrib-

uted flowers (while social distancing) to the 

Reedley Cemetery in the older Japanese section of the 

cemetery.  This tradition has been done to remember 

those who may not have families visiting their graves 

during the Memorial Day weekend.  Thank you to Mrs. 

Sue Kawamoto for providing the flowers from her gar-

den.   



 

     The June Monthly Memorial Service will be con-
ducted online on Sunday, June 7, 2020 at 10:00 AM. 
(see page 1 for website link)  Families and friends are 
asked to attend online and gassho at home. The de-
ceased and seshu (observant) for June are as follows: 
 
DECEASED:        SESHU: (OBSERVANT) 
Fujiye Mukai   Mitchell Abe 
Kikuko Kawakami  Betty Aoki 
Fred Minoru Masumoto Evelyn Asato 
Chiyo Haraguchi   Hatsuko Hanashiro 
Ayako Emily Sakamoto & 
   Yukio Sakamoto  Darlene Hashimoto 
Ben Tsutomu Hatakeda & 
   Hazuye Hatakeda  Misa Hatakeda 
Frank Hirata & Irene Shizuye 
   Tamura   Art Hirata 
Asakichi Hosaka & Jisaku 
    Mukai   Todd Hosaka 
Edith Shizuye Maeda  Eloise Ibara 
Kazuo Ibara & Irene 
    Nakashiki   Kan Ibara 
Michiko Ikeda &  
     Kiyomi Takahashi  Karen Sakata & Amy  
         Naito 
Hisao Tamaki   Fumiko Ikemiya 
Jack Noburo Ota  Susan Ikemiya 
Tsuneichi Ishida  Dale Ishida 
Emiko Matsuno  Iris Justesen 
Arakichi Kimura  Karen Sakata 
Sanpei Ito   Helen Kimura 
Harakichi Konishi  Nagiko Konishi 
Yoshiye Kubota  & 
   Michiko Yoneta  Ben Kubota 
Kanichi Kunishige  Mas Kunishige 
Sanatsu Miyamoto  Michio Miyamoto 
John Jun Morita  Lynn Kurumaji 
Ben Tsutomu Nakagawa Midori Iwasaki 
Tom Nakamichi  Danny Nakamichi 
George Nishi &    
     Takematsu Nishi   Alice Nakamura 
Asako Nakamura  Harvey Nakamura 
Midori Nishida   Larry Nishida 
Yasuki Kitaoka   Midori Nishijima 
Sode Sakuragi & George  
Choji Okamura   Dale Okamura 
Setsuo Okino, Yaino Okino, 
   Shintaro Okino, &  
   Masayuki Okino  Fujiye Okino 
 
                                             Continued in next column 
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June Monthly Memorial Cont. 
DECEASED:          SESHU:(OBSERVANT) 
Shigeto Omachi, & Shizue  
   Omachi   Kathleen Omachi  
Susumu Sasaki   Lynette Sasaki 
Sukeichi Sasaki & Torayo 
   Sasaki         Shirow Sasaki &  
           Satoshi Sasaki 
Kikutaro Shimizu  Teruko Shibata 
Toyotaka Shitanishi  Tom Shitanishi 
Jerry Sunamoto   Kenneth Sunamoto 
Shigetaro Takasaki & Nobu 
   Takasaki       Yukiye Takayama 
Hikoso Tatami    Arthur Tatami 
Shizuko Kimoto   Amy Tsuji  

June Monthly  
Memorial Service 

   Procedures for Requesting a Minister  
Funerals: 

The family will contact the Reedley Buddhist Church Presi-

dent, Mrs. Vickie Nishida (559) 903-0317 or Funeral Chair-

person, Gary Sakata at (559) 250-9687. 

Makuragyo Service:   

During the week contact the Fresno Betsuin Office (442-

4054) or Rev. Nakagawa on weekdays or weekends directly 

(970-7652). 

Family Memorial Service: 

For services at the Reedley Buddhist Church:  Contact 

the RBC President to check the availability of the Reedley 

Church. Then contact Lee Osaki at  the Fresno Betsuin 

(442-4054)  to schedule the service. Fresno Betsuin office 

hours are 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday thru Friday.  Return 

call to Church President to confirm date and time. 

For services at family home:  Family will contact Lee  

Osaki at the Fresno Betsuin office to arrange for a minister.   

Contact Number for Church Business 

Reedley Church Phone:  (559) 638-2146 

Church President:  Mrs. Vickie Nishida 

             Phone:  (559) 903-0317 

Funeral Committee Chair; Mr. Gary Sakata at:   

             Phone: (559) 250-9687 

Fresno Betsuin Office - Lee Osaki: (559) 442-4054  (call 

 to request a minister or schedule a family service in Reedley 

after contacting Reedley president for church availability) 

Rev. Nakagawa: (urgent for Makuragyo)  (559) 970-7652 

Reedley Buddhist Church  

2035 15th Street - P.O. Box 24  

Reedley, CA 93654  

Phone/FAX: (559) 638-2146  
Website: http://www.reedleybc.org  
Email Pres. Vickie Nishida:  vlnishida1@gmail.com 

Email Newsletter/Webmaster: jk108@sbcglobal.net  

As we go to print, it is uncertain if any mass gather-

ings will be allowed.  Please check with the church 

president or funeral chairperson regarding sched-

uling a family service.   
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