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Fe 

 
    March Calendar 

MARCH TOBAN:   

     Will be cleaned on March 6th - yard 

clean up day. 

6    Church Yard Clean Up Day             8:00 am 

7 Monthly Memorial Service & Family 

     Dharma Service ONLINE from  

     Reedley              10:00 am 

14 Family Dharma Service ONLINE 

 from Fresno             10:00 am  

16   CCDC Meeting on Zoom              7:00 pm 

18   RBC Board Meeting on Zoom            7:00 pm 

21 Spring Ohigan Service ONLINE 

 from Tule Lake Memorial Site          10:00 am 

28   Family Dharma Service ONLINE 

 from Fowler            10:00 am 

SUNDAY SERVICE ONLINE LINK: 

           https://mobile.twitter.com/fresno_nishi  

A Taste of Bazaar  

       Fundraiser & 

       Online Auction 

     The Reedley Buddhist Church will be hosting 

another pick up/take out dinner taking the place 

of the annual Crab Feed on Sunday, April 18, 

2021.  The theme will be “A Taste of Bazaar” 

since this dinner will include some of your favor-

ites from our annual bazaar; teriyaki beef sticks, 

chow mein, namasu, rice, & cookies!  

     All of the dinners will be PRE-SALE only for 

$15 each, on a first come, first serve basis. (See 

the flyer on page 4)  Please get your orders in by 

March 27th.   

     In conjunction with the take out dinner, we 

are sponsoring an online auction begin-

ning April 1 - 15th.  Find the details on our web-

site at:         www.reedleybc.org 

You are welcome to go online and bid on items 

that are usually seen at our Crab Feed’s Silent 

Auction.  Thank you to Koushalya Subramanian 

for her help in setting up our online auction.  All 

winning bids should be paid for (debit or credit 

card) and picked up during the dinner’s drive 

thru/pick up on April 18th.  (Unless other ar-

rangements are made)  Sorry, no shipping will be 

available.  Happy bidding!!! 

Covid-19 Vaccine  

Registration 

     If you haven’t done so by now, and you are 
over 65 years of age, you (or someone who can 
help you with the internet) can go to the website: 

                  myturn.ca.gov 

     This website is connected to the Fresno County 
vaccine sites that will tell you if they have ap-
pointments available.  You will be able to make 
your appointment there if they are available.  They 
do go quickly, so check the site often.   

     There are appointments also available at  
Reedley College through OptumServe.  The web-
site is:   
          https://myoptumserve.com/covid19 

     This website will give appointments if they are 
available.   

Church Yard Clean 

Up  

     Grab your rakes and pruning sheers 

and come out to help at the spring yard clean up day on 

Saturday, March 6, 2021 at 8:00 AM.   

     We need your help to prune and spruce up the 

grounds for when we are ready to open back up!  Co-

Maintenance Chairs, Kliff Justesen and Don Takanishi 

have been doing a great job of taking care of things 

while we’ve all been gone, but your help would be ap-

preciated!  Contact Danny Nakamichi with any ques-

tions. (559) 393-2200. 
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Message from Rev. Nakata 

Our Wisteria Seal Adds Depth 

and Meaning to the Teaching of  

Interdependence 

Hello, all Central California Sangha friends! Since the 

stay-at-home order was enacted, we have been experi-

encing a life of the pandemic. Although many of our 

activities are limited, as a CC minister, I always try to 

think of things I can do for you in the current situation, 

in addition to starting or creating new Education pro-

grams and fundraisers for CC since last March. But 

mainly, what I CAN do is to maintain what I was doing 

before the pandemic began, as much as possible. We 

continue to conduct memorial services and weekly Sun-

day services.  

A few weeks ago, I conducted a graveside burial ser-

vice. After the service, one of the family members point-

ed to their family grave and asked, “What does this 

symbol mean and why is it on our family grave?”  On 

their gravestone is the Wisteria seal. So, while keeping 

socially distanced, I explained.  

Have you looked at your family gravestone in detail?  

Do you remember whether or not the gravestones have 

the Wisteria engraved? Do you know what the Wisteria 

seal means on these gravestones? 

In this article, I would like to share what it is and its 

meaning.  

First, the short answer. The symbol is the seal of Nishi 

Hongwanji. You might be able to guess what it is.  

Now, the brief transition TRANSLATION of the seal. 

Some of you may know that each Japanese 

family in Japan has a family seal/crest. It 

is known as “Kamon” or “Mon”. Ka means 

“family, and Mon is “seal”. I know some 

Japanese restaurants in the US are named 

“Kamon”. Our founder is Shinran Shonin 

and his family name is Hino. The Hino family seal is “a 

crane with its wings spread”. You may know the story 

of the thousand cranes. When someone gets sick, people 

make a thousand cranes out of Origami paper with its 

message being, “get well and live long”. In fact, people 

in far east Asia, believed a crane can live up to 1,000 

years. So, it became a symbol of longevity. If you have 

Japanese friends, or Japanese origin, you 

may find a unique seal. 

Shinran Shonin was lived in the 13th Cen-

tury. 300 years after his passing, Shonyo  

was head of Hongwanji temple, the 10th Monshu. He 

changed the seal to the  

Wisteria but the shape was different from what we have 

now. The seal of Wisteria with Eight Vines had been 

used for three centuries. Some minister robes still have 

this design on them. 

In 1898, Kyonyo, the 22nd Monshu of Nishi Hongwanji 

married Kazuko Kujo (sister in-law of the Taisho Em-

peror), and Kazuko brought the Wisteria seal with two 

hanging vines to the Hongwanji family. I have seen this 

hanging Wisteria design on old Issei Service books or 

other publications, because some of the Japanese Issei 

immigrants came to the US before marriage. 

In 1903, when Kyonyo conducted his acces-

sion ceremony to become the Monshu, he 

designated the (hanging vine) Wisteria as 

the official seal and as the Hongwanji em-

blem. Our Monto-Shikisho, or Okesa bears 

this seal. 

As I wrote, Kazuko Kujo brought the hanging vine Wis-

teria to Hongwanji. Do you know who she is? Her sister 

in-law Lady Takeko Kujo is very famous. She is known 

as the woman who started the Buddhist 

Women’s Association (BWA), but the actu-

al story is that Lady Takeko helped Lady 

Kazuko establish the BWA. So, as wife of 

the Monshu, Lady Kazuko was the honora-

ble advisor to the BWA, and Lady Takeko 

became the leader of the BWA. This means that one of 

the founding ladies of the BWA introduced the seal of 

the Wisteria. 

I have a Wisteria tree in my front yard. During late 

spring in May, purple or pink color flowers bloom on the 

hanging vines. As you know, the Wisteria tree needs 

supports to grow their vines and show their beautiful 

flowers. Just like grape vines. it cannot grow without 

support. Our human life is like that of the Wisteria. 

Without other’s help and support, we are not able to 

sustain our life. Since the day we were born, we have 

been receiving help from numerous hands. The wisteria 

is really a symbol of our fundamental teaching – Inter-

dependence. 

At the graveside service, I pointed to the Wisteria seal 

and said, “it is a symbol of interdependence of our life. 

When you see it at the graveside, it will remind you 

that you will always be connected to your loved ones 

who are buried under the gravestone. But at the same 

time, their memories are always in your mind and 

heart, to help you to feel less alone. You are always with 

them.” Gassho. 
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Message from Rev. Nakagawa 

Let's Cross to the Other 

Shore 

     “Birth-and-death are this shore, Nirvana is the Other 

Shore, and Bonno (the Blind Passions) are the swift cur-

rents in-between that would be swept away with every 

worldly effort. The Mahayana Bodhisattvas boarded a 

Pāramitā Meditation boat with inconceivable Wisdom 

from this shore of birth-and-death to the other shore of 

true-and-real Enlightenment." 

     In March, Spring Ohigan is held at the turn of the 

season. In particular, the spring equinoctial week is an 

event that announces the arrival of the nicest season, 

free from the chilly mornings. 

     The national holiday law of Buddhist countries states 

that the Spring Ohigan is "to praise Nature and care for 

living things," and the Fall Ohigan is "to respect the an-

cestors and to honor those who have passed away."  

     We must celebrate the spring of new life, praise the 

blessings of Mother Nature, thank all support from be-

tween heaven and earth, and offer our gratitude in 

memory of the great virtues of our predecessors. 

     Taking this opportunity, our ancestors continued to 

worship their ancestors since ancient times, but after the 

6th century while learning a whole new insightful Bud-

dha dharma--the universal truth reality--they left behind 

the right way of life-being to follow the rhythm of human

-life that suited them.  The lives of those who forget their 

ancestors and do not think of their parents will be cor-

rupt someday.  

     Day by day, in the ups and downs of this world of ego-

istic birth-and-death, if we scold ourselves and stare at 

one self, and when joined in the true working of the wis-

dom of the Buddha by validating Nenbutsu, this shore of 

delusion will be changed to the other shore of true and 

real Enlightenment. 

     Let's devote ourselves to living in the world of enlight-

enment, seriously under the torch of wisdom that shows 

the route that crosses the Ocean of birth-and-death. 

     Like Fall Ohigan in 2020 in Manzanar, Spring Ohi-

gan in 2021 will be in front of the monument on the site 

of the Poston Concentration Camp. We CC Ministers will 

conduct Central California Sangha's 2021 Virtual Spring 

Ohigan Service on Twitter from Poston.  This is one of 

many places where Americans of Japanese ancestry were 

detained under discriminatory crackdowns during World  

War II.  During World War II, manypeople and families 

suddenly had to spend this unimaginable period of life 

inside the barbed wire fences at this Poston camp. 

     There is a Japanese word "Shikata-ga-nai.”   Nowa-

days, not only the 3-sei (third) but also the 4-sei 

(fourth) and 5-sei (fifth) generations know it as a Japa-

nese word that seems to symbolize the experience of 

the Concentration Camp. And this word is used as a 

word of “giving up” because Japanese Americans de-

tained in Concentration Camps during World War II 

were despaired in a difficult reality.     The use of this 

word is based on a great deal of misunderstanding, but 

especially such “Lost in Translations” are clearly detri-

mental to the new generation in shaping their identity 

as Americans of Japanese ancestry. Because it is a 

word that emphasizes wrongly the negativeness of Jap-

anese Americans, it is not really true. (I wrote the de-

tailed story in my article in the October newsletters of 

each Central California Sangha.) 

     From its conclusion, most of the 1-sei (first) and 2-

sei (second) generations of Japanese immigrants at 

that time did not use and speak the Japanese word 

"Shikata-ga-nai."  The word "Shikata-ga-nai" is a 

standard word used after the 19th century centered 

around the Tokyo capital area and is a word found 

mainly in modern Japanese teaching materials.  

     Around 100 years ago, most of the large numbers of 

immigrants to the west coast of the United States were 

from the western part of the Japanese archipelago, 

such as Hiroshima, Yamaguchi, Shimane, and Kitakyu-

shu, and the western dialect they spoke was far differ-

ent from the Tokyo-capital standard. Moreover, people 

in the western Japan region have kept a strong Bud-

dhist cultural background, since people in those area 

encountered Buddhism 1,500 years ago. That is why 

they absolutely never said "Shikata-ga-nai.” "Shikata-

ga-nai" is a word of complete resignation, looking up at 

the sky with both hands up. That pose means "I can't 

help it" or “There is nothing for it but to accept.”   

     When in trouble, real 1-sei and 2-sei immigrants 

who handled western Japanese language said "Shō-ga-

nai-ken-nō.”  This word comes out when they looked 

down, focusing on the point with their arms crossed, 

recognizing the desperate situation, but thinking about 

possible ways to solve it.  That contrasting pose means 

“It’s a first time with this experience; no data cannot 

help…well, let me think….”  

                                                                Continued on page 5 
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Mr. & Mrs. Larry Nishida - Special Donation  $100.00 

Mrs. Masako Kobayashi - Special Donation      50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Nobuhiro - In Appreciation 

     for Care Packages      100.00 

Mrs. Ellen Yamada - In Appreciation for 

     Care Packages      100.00 

Mrs. Fumiko Ikemiya - In Appreciation for 

     Care Packages        75.00 

Mrs. Kikuyo Ikemiya - In Appreciation for  

    Care Packages        50.00 

Ms. Phyllis Asanuma - In Appreciation for 

     Care Packages        50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Hitoshi Aoki - Special Dana 

February Memorial Service 

Mr. Arthur Hirata     $100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Okamura     100.00 

Mr. Byron Taira      100.00 

Mrs. Kiyoko Inn         50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Hideki Otani        50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sakata       50.00 

Mrs. Kimiye Tanizaki         50.00 

The Teranishi Family         50.00 

Mrs. Mary Uyeda        50.00 

Mr. Michio Miyamoto        40.00 

Mrs. Ayako Yamada        40.00 

Mr. & Mrs Hitoshi Aoki        30.00 

Mrs. Sue Kawamoto        30.00 

Ms. Amy Naito         25.00 

Mrs. Amy Naito        25.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Danny Nakamichi        25.00 

Mrs. Michi Hotta        20.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kobayashi        20.00 

Mr. Alan Kubota        20.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Nishida       20.00 

The Takasaki Family         20.00 

January Memorial Service 

Mr. Arthur Hirata      100.00 

Mr. Johnnie Togioka      100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ikemiya       50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Nobuhiro        50.00 

Hoonko Service  

Mrs. Kikuyo Ikemiya        30.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Nobuhiro       25.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sakata       20.00 

Mrs. Kazuko Tatami         20.00 

 Church Acknowledges Dana 

Rev. Nakagawa Message continued from page 3: 

     The unreasonableness of the federal government 

forced Americans of Japanese ancestry to live in Con-

centration Camps that violated the Constitution.  

     Our 1-sei and 2-sei immigrants spoke the same 

words of their ancestors, “Shō-ga-nai-ken-nō--well, let 

me think…” and concluded, "GO FOR BROKE!"  (I 

won't discuss here whether it is good or bad for the 

Buddhists to go to war.)  But the same event that had 

occurred in 16th century Japan, again occurred in 20th 

century America. 

     It is a fact that for the sake of their mothers, sisters 

and for their families left behind in the Concentration 

Camps, the Nikkei troop, 442nd Regimental Combat 

Team, continued to perform their duty even when the 

casualty rate exceeded 300%.  They were never to be 

the descendants of the career Samurai warriors--they 

were the descendants of the Jodo Shinshu farmers rebel 

army (Ikkō-Ikki一向一揆), who almost got established as 

a republic nation in the 16th century of Japan.  It was 

they who appeared again miraculously in the 20th cen-

tury United States of America. 

     Jodo Shinshu Buddhists never despair and never 

give up. We are the successors to the core of Mahayana 

Buddhism, which is Śākyamuni Buddha's most target-

ed expression.   

     It is a way of life that we have learned from Bud-

dhism from 1,500 years ago in Japan. 

     Since the incomprehensible Covid-19 pandemic has 

erupted, we are experiencing a truly unpredictable real-

ity of what will happen in real time.  We must try to 

avoid fiction and uncertainty as much as possible and 

try to light the torch of wisdom. 

Please never say "Shikata-ga-nai" while looking up at 

the sky with both hands up  

before you reach the other shore. 

It's always "Shō-ga-nai-ken-nō--well, let us think…" in 

Jodo Shinshu. 

14, 2021 



 

     The March Monthly Memorial Service will be con-
ducted online on Sunday, March 7, 2021 at 10:00 
AM at: https://mobile.twitter.com/fresno 

_nishi   Families and friends are asked to attend virtu-
ally and gassho. The deceased and seshu (observant) 
for March are as follows: 

DECEASED:        SESHU: (OBSERVANT) 
Jimmy Harada   Nancy Abe 
Ito Abe, JoAnn Abe,  &  
     Goro Mukai    Mitchell Abe  
Tsuma Adachi   Betty Aoki 
Kanichi Aoki & Yoshiko 
     Ishibashi   Hitoshi Aoki & Kiyoshi  
         Aoki 
Yoneichi Asami  Lillian Garrigus 
Fumiyo Faye Masumoto Evelyn Asato 
Yoshio “Joe” Fujii & Clara 
     Kazue Fujii   Joy Donaldson 
Hisako Okino   Nannette Mori 
Hiroshi Asakawa  Misa Hatakeda 
Tatsuko Hatanaka  Joyce Hatanaka 
Shigeo Hirahara, & Phoebe 
     Hideko Hirahara  Stanley Hirahara 
Hisano Hirakawa  Carole Hirakawa 
Jisaburo Kawasaki   Karen Sakata 
Tsuchiyo Tsudama  Kiyoko Inn 
James Ito & Shigeyo Ito Craig Ito & Janet 
                          Kamada  
Fukutaro Ito   Yuriko Ito 
Kiyoko Nishida  Chizuko Iwasaki 
Miyeko Kamikawa, 
     Miyo Yamasaki, & 
     Haruye Nakata  Sue Kawamoto 
Sandra Konishi   Nagiko Konishi 
Tsuru Tasaka, Jack Gunji 
     Kubota, & Isamu Teraoka Ben Kubota 
Fumiko Kubo   Steve Kubota & Alan 
         Kubota 
Miyoko Kunishige  Mas Kunishige 
Kinuko Miyamoto  Michio Miyamoto 
Gunzo Miyamoto, Chiyono 
    Miyamoto, Shigeku Sally 
    Nakata, James Akira 
    Miyamoto, Chohei Morita, 
    Jiro Morita, & Rui  
    Takeuchi    Lynn Kurumaji 
Yasuye Nishida             Larry Nishida & Julia  
         Ueda 
Kono Kishi   Larry Nishida 
 
           continued in next column 
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March Monthly Memorial Cont. 

DECEASED:         SESHU:(OBSERVANT) 
Yoshimi Takasugi  Charlene Okamura 
Baby Okamura   Dale Okamura 
Eizo Tashiro   Dennis Okamura 
Masaru Omachi & Denichi 
     Omachi     Kathleen Omachi  
Ura Otani     Hideki Otani &  
         Priscilla Otani 
Fujiko Sasaki                 Paul Sasaki &  
         Brian Sasaki 
Jimmy Yoshiyuki Sasaki   Ruth Sasaki 
Toyo Shiine     Hideo Shiine &  
         Michiko Nobuhiro 
Itaro Nakata & Tsurue Nakata   Hiroko Shimozono 
Ken Sugai     Linda Doi & Janet  
         Quiroz 
Nobuko Taguchi, Michiko 
     Taguchi, Akiko Taguchi, 
     & Masami John Taguchi    Shizuko Taguchi 
Hideo Shinkawa    Don Takanishi 
Haruko Oda & Shimo Matta   Helen Hamaoka 
Tom Satoshi Takayama   Yukiye Takayama  
Kumakichi Sakamoto, Tokichi 
     Sakamoto, & Michiyo  
     Tatami     Arthur Tatami 
Marian Togioka & Hiroshi 
     Togioka     Johnnie Togioka 
Mitsuko Togioka                 Nancy Sakata  
Tokumi Morikawa, Ted 
     Yamada & Koyu Yamada   Ayako Yamada 
Helen Yamakoshi     Carole Yamakoshi &  
           Lois Yamakoshi 

 

March Monthly  
Memorial Service 

Contact Number for Church Business 

Reedley Church Phone:  (559) 638-2146 

Church President:  Mrs. Judy Kobayashi 

             Phone:  (559) 281-3954 

Funeral Committee Chair; Mr. Gary Sakata at:   

             Phone: (559) 250-9687 

Fresno Betsuin Office - Lee Osaki: (559) 442-4054  (call 

 to request a minister or schedule a family service in Reedley 

after contacting Reedley president for church availability) 

Rev. Nakagawa: (urgent for Makuragyo)  (559) 970-7652 

Reedley Buddhist Church  

2035 15th Street - P.O. Box 24  

Reedley, CA 93654  

Phone/FAX: (559) 638-2146  
Website: http://www.reedleybc.org  
Email Pres. Judy Kobayashi:  reedleybc@gmail.com 

Email Newsletter/Webmaster: jk108@sbcglobal.net  
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Dear Friends, 
 
Paul Goodman, our dear friend and beloved son of Greg and Bonnie Goodman, is currently battling B-Cell Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia for the second time and is in desperate and urgent need of a Bone Marrow Transplant and thus, we are looking for 
donors to register. 
 
For those of you who don’t know Paul, many of us watched him grow up at the Orange County Buddhist Church (OCBC) play-
ing basketball and participating in many other youth organizations. His love for the community has led him to the current day 
where he volunteers as a tech advisor for OCBC programs and serves as a counselor for the Los Angeles Buddhist Coordinat-
ing Council (LABCC) church camp. After graduating from U.C. Santa Barbara, he became a writer, director and editor and has 
produced an award-winning short film Six Windows as well as his latest film, Evergreen. 
The ideal match for Paul would be a donor who is 50% Japanese and 50% Caucasian, and between the ages of 18-44 years 
old.  The bone marrow pool of donors is limited for people of color and even more limited for bi-racial people like Paul.  Paul's 
sister, Laurie, is a 50% match, but a 75% or full match would give Paul a greater chance of beating this.  However, donors can 
cross ethnicities and we encourage everyone to register.  Your actions could save a life! 
Please consider the below options for signing up to become a possible bone marrow donor. 
 
To register now:  
       Because this is an urgent situation, we are encouraging everyone to please pick up a swab kit at the LIVE DRIVE 

THRU event event listed below.  (Events are in compliance with CDC's Covid Safety protocols). Additional details 
are available on hope4paul.com or ganbattepaul.com 
 

       Saturday, March 20, 2021  at             Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Temple - Dharma Center 
          9:00 AM - 3:00 PM         2690 E. Alluvial Ave. Fresno, CA 

OR, request a kit by mail from Be The Match (Live Drive is preferred due to potential delays in the mail service) 
           Text HOPE4PAUL to 61474 or online at           
         JOIN.BETHEMATCH.ORG/HOPE4PAUL 
 
Paul is unable to receive visitors or cards, but you can send your encouraging words to him on Instagram 
@notsogoodman; or post photos and send a private message on ganbattepaul.com 

Paul's selfie youtube - Making a Feature Film Through Chemo: 
https://youtu.be/WpyDQkTZLZQ 

KCAL 9 News 
https://youtu.be/9ygf4ynmbr8 

 

A note from the Goodman Family:  We are so grateful to everyone for the love, support, and encouragement we are 

receiving daily from family, friends, and the community.  Just knowing that everyone is thinking of Paul gives us 

strength during this challenging time.   -   Greg, Bonnie, Paul, and Laurie 

   Procedures for Requesting a Minister  
Funerals: 

The family will contact the Reedley Buddhist Church President, 

Mrs. Judy Kobayashi (559) 281-3954 or Funeral Chairperson, 

Gary Sakata at (559) 250-9687. 

Makuragyo Service:   

During the week contact the Fresno Betsuin Office (442-4054) or 

Rev. Nakagawa on weekdays or weekends directly (970-7652). 

Family Memorial Service: 

For services at the Reedley Buddhist Church:  Contact the 

RBC President to check the availability of the Reedley Church. 

Then contact Lee Osaki at  the Fresno Betsuin (442-4054)  to 

schedule the service. Fresno Betsuin office hours are 9:00 AM to 

5:00 PM, Monday thru Friday.  Return call to Church President 

to confirm date and time. 

For services at family home:  Family will contact Lee  

Osaki at the Fresno Betsuin office to arrange for a minister.   

BE THE MATCH FOR PAUL GOODMAN 

Spring Ohigan Service from  

Tule Lake 

     Join Rev. Nakata and Rev. Nak-

agawa as they journey to Tule Lake to pro-

vide us with a unique Spring Ohigan service 

on Sunday, March 21st at 10:00 AM on Twit-

ter. (see link above)  No account needed. 

http://www.hope4paul.com/
https://www.ganbattepaul.com
http://www.ganbattepaul.com/
https://youtu.be/WpyDQkTZLZQ
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