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    November Calendar 

NOVEMBER TOBAN:   

       Cancelled for November 

1 Family Dharma Service (online)     

     & Monthly Memorial Service                 10:00 AM 

3    Election Day  

8    Family Dharma Service (online)                10:00 AM 

14  Church Clean Up                8:00 AM 

14  Fresno’s Curry Rice Take Out   11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

15  Fresno’s Curry Rice Take Out   11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

15  Family Dharma Service (online)           10:00 AM 

19  RBC Board Meeting              7:00 PM 

22  Family Dharma Service (online)           10:00 AM 

29 Eitaikyo Service (online)                10:00 AM 

31  Happy Halloween! 

SUNDAY SERVICE ONLINE LINK: 

           https://mobile.twitter.com/fresno_nishi  

Reedley Buddhist Church 

Services and Activities   

Cancelled During NOVEMBER 

     We sure would like to open, but due to the Covid-

19 restrictions in Fresno County, all in-person 

church services have been cancelled during the 

month of November.  If for some reason this chang-

es, we will notify members by mail.   

     If you have any questions, please do not hesitate 

to contact president, Vickie Nishida. 

Sunday Family Dharma Services will be held 

virtually “live” each Sunday at 10:00 AM.  Rev. 

Nakata and/or Rev. Nakagawa will conduct services from 

the following temples:  

November 1 - Fresno (November Memorial Service) 

November 8 - Kingsburg 

November 15 - Fresno 

November 22 - Fowler (Nirvana Day) 

November 29 - Reedley (Eitaikyo) 

    Locations of virtual services 

     Thank you to all the supporters of our Yakisoba 

Take Out Dinner fundraiser.  It was a great suc-

cess and it sure was delicious!  Thank you to Rev. 

Nakata for being our guest chef and the small 

group of members that spearheaded the event.   

     We may be doing this type of fundraiser again 

with a different menu!  See page 5 for pictures. 

Rev. Kakuyei Tada  

Passes Away 

     Rev. Kakuyei Tada, former Reedley 

Buddhist Church minister, passed away on 

September 27, 2020, at the age of 90 years 

old.  He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Tami-

ko Tada; son, Stewart Tada (Cynthia); daughter Santi 

Tada; grandchildren, Grant, Audly, and Ethen; and broth-

er, Shoshun Tada of Japan.  Due to the Covid-19 re-

strictions, a private family service was held on October 

9th.  Aside from Reedley, Rev. Tada also served at the Mid-

west, Seattle, Palo Alto, San Diego, San Fernando, & Ore-

gon/Idaho temples.  If you would like to send condolences, 

you may do so to:  Mrs. Tamiko Tada, 16819 Mariposa 

Avenue, Gardena, CA  90247.  Our deepest sympathies 

to his family.   

We extend our deepest sympathy to the fami-

ly of Mr. Kan Ibara, husband of Mrs. Eloise 

Ibara, who passed away on October 6, 2020 

at the age of 94. (one day shy of his 95th) 

In Sympathy 
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Message from Rev. Nakata 

Showing our reverence to our 
founding generations 

Hello, all Central California Sangha friends! 
We are welcoming in November with cool weather and 
only two more months to the year 2021! Since March, 
most temple/church activities have been suspended under 
the Health Department guidelines. Our Central Cal Sang-
ha leaders have been discussing how to cautiously re-open 
temples/churches to our Sangha members with essential 
concern for everyone’s health. As you are aware, some 
“outside” activities are held such as the Obon Dance, and 
the Drive thru Food fundraisers. I have confidence that all 
helpers for these events will put extra effort into prevent-
ing the spread of any disease. As one of the outside activi-
ties, Rinban and I decided to conduct New Year’s Eve 
Service whether our temples/churches reopen by the end 
of the year or not. The main event of the Service is to 
gong the Kansho/Bonsho bell. Plans are to chant Juseige 
in front of the bell outdoors, then everyone tolls the bell. 
Hand sanitizer will be provided to use after you touch the 
bell hammer. It will be a short Service, but I am sure it 
will be a very meaningful Service for all. Even if you are 
not able to come out to toll the bell, no problem. I will be 
sure to live stream our Service to share the resonating 
sound of the bell! Some CC churches have their Ministeri-
al Assistants to conduct services or we will have a guest to 
conduct the Services at your local churches. I will have 
more detail in my December article! 

As I promised in my October article, I like to write about 
my research on the internment camps and my talk at the 
Fall Ohigan Service. I hope many of our Dharma School 
children will read this article. Since I have become a BCA 
minister, I have had several occasions to visit Manzanar. I 
have visited all 10 internment camps since coming to the 
U.S. in 2003, and Manzanar is the only location where I 
have visited multiple times. When I was a senior at Ryu-
koku University Kyoto Japan, I was researching for my 
final paper, thesis for the graduation. Ryukoku is known 
as a Ministerial training school of Jodo Shinshu. At the 
time, I encountered the word “Japanese-American”.  Until 
then, I really did not know who the Japanese Americans 
were. I received K-12 education in Japan, but they did not 
teach the history of the Japanese American because it is 
not a part of Japanese history.  Likewise, the U.S. public 
schools do not teach the history of American Japanese at 
their school. In December of 1941, the Japanese military 
attacked Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. Because the “Japanese” 
attacked the U.S., the U.S. government worried about Jap-
anese in the U.S., especially Japanese on the west coast. 
Two months later in February 1942, the 32nd U.S. Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt signed an Executive Order.  

                                                Continued in next column 

construct relocation centers for Japanese and Japanese 
American. Japanese immigrants in the U.S. are called Is-
sei, which means the 1st generation. Japanese- American 
at that time were mainly the 2nd generation U.S. born chil-
dren. They are called Ni-sei. Ni means two and sei means 
generation. 3rd generation Japanese American is known as 
San-sei (Three/Third generation). Three months later in 
the announcement of the Executive Order, the Civil con-
trol administration printed a poster to Japanese (Issei) and 
Japanese American (Nisei and Sansei) ordering them to 
move into the internment camps. 
 
As I mentioned, after I moved to the U.S., I visited all 10 
camps in person for my personal research. During my re-
search, I was able to interview people who were in the 
camps. They were mostly our temple church members, 
especially members of Buddhist Women’s association. I 
found some interesting facts. I interviewed different age 
groups of people who in camp, would have been pre-teen, 
in their 20’s, and over 30’s. I started my research nearly 60 
years after WWII, so I was not able to talk to many people 
would have been in their 30’s or 40’. I was expecting to 
hear their experience of difficulties, frustration, and hard-
ship while in the camp, but what I heard from them was 
quite different. Not all but most had rather good memories 
of the camp, especially the pre-teen and teens who enjoyed 
their life in camp. Sometimes they went fishing and swim-
ming outside of camp, some said that in camp, was the 
first time they saw so many Japanese. Everyone was 
speaking Japanese and played Japanese games. Many of 
their parents lost their homes, land, and personal belong-
ings when they relocated to the camp. There is no doubt 
that the internment experience was a big tragedy for all the 
adults, but I am sure that their children were their hope for 
the future. According to the interviews, many children in 
the camp enjoyed their life. I am sure their laughter and 
smiling faces helped their parents bear their hardship. 
Three years after the Executive Order, people were re-
leased from the camps and they spent their lives trying to 
rebuild their family life and re-establish the Japanese 
American community. Without their tireless and selfless 
efforts, we might not have been able to enjoy our temple/
church activities until March. 

Right now, in 2020, we are under a stay at home condition 
because of the pandemic. I am sure many parents are expe-
riencing hardship, and so their children’s laughter and 
smiling faces will definitely help and support their parents. 
These children are the hope and the future.  Like the peo-
ple of our founding generation, we too will overcome our 
hardship by our children’s/grandchildren’s laughter and 
smiling faces. 

Gassho 
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people.  He explained in an easy-to-understand manner the 

truth reality of Mahayana Buddhist basics. For example, 

"Kokudo Sansen So moku Shikkai Jo butsu国土山川草木悉皆成

仏" means, “All sentient beings that exist in this universe have 

the element of becoming a Buddha as potentiality”; but he 

pleasantly shared the same passage by using observed-facts of 

the familiar animal world that everyone knows. 

There is a passage in Rogen’s Dharma-talk that continues to 

influence the ordinary people until the 21st century.  Regard-

ing Buddha-nature, some species of animals, such as elephants, 

lions, deer, and peacocks etc., though not as potential as hu-

mans, sometimes gain Buddha-nature within their lifespan on 

Earth. Typical examples are cranes and turtles.  When observ-

ing the cranes, it is said that once cranes become a pair, they 

will live together for the rest of their lives and if one dies in an 

accident, the other will remain single for the rest of its life. 

When observing the turtle, probably because it is close to Bud-

dha-nature, the turtle is a family-minded being, and parents 

always nurture, putting their child and grandchild on their 

back shells. The sense-of-care also favors other creatures, and 

it is often heard that a fisherman, thrown out of a boat at sea, 

was rescued after being carried on his back by a sea turtle even 

for three days and three nights. 

It is said that such kinds of birds and beasts that carry well 

potentiality get Buddha-nature; for example, a crane gets a 

thousand-years life, and a turtle gets a ten-thousand-years life. 

Especially when both the crane-pair would emerge with Bud-

dha-nature, the two are said to work the role of messenger of 

the gods or buddhas while maintaining the love of the couple 

for a thousand years. 

That is why these crane-pairs always are adopted as a happy-

go-lucky motif to all Arts of Japan. 

This fable must have been well understood by the citizens of 

Kyoto because this story included criticisms of the court life at 

that time by Rogen Shonin, especially the disorder of the mar-

riage life of the upper aristocratic class.  The thousand-folded 

paper cranes also include the meaning of a warning bell as the 

same creature from the crane's standpoint, toward the awk-

ward reality of the human beings who ought to be closest to 

emerging Buddha-nature.  People are naturally aware of the 

commonality of Life's preciousness in this world.   

Rogen is also known for creating one of Japan's unique reli-
gious customs that has lasted until the 21st century.  He is the 
inventor of the "Paper Oracle" tied to the branches of the trees 
in the precincts, which is the familiar landscape of Japanese 
shrines and temples.  Even now on New Year's Day, at least 
30% of Japanese people who visit the shrines and temples 
draw 'Omikuji = Paper Oracle', write their prayers or New  

                                Continued on page 4 

Message from Rev. Nakagawa 

One-Thousand-Folded Paper Cranes 
(Senbazuru = Strings of folded paper 
cranes numbering one thousand) 

 
 

The other day when I talked about ‘One-Thousand-Folded Pa-

per Cranes’ in a pet memorial service, it attracted a lot of peo-

ple's interest, so I will write about it. 

The first thing I would like to emphasize is that the wish con-

tained in the thousand-folded paper cranes is "live" or 

"longevity.”  Recently, the meaning of this wish has been for-

gotten, and it is often found in places where a thousand-folded 

paper cranes should not be displayed, such as a graveyard.  If 

you are not careful when introducing foreign artifacts, ‘Lost in 

Translation’ will occur. 

Perhaps the misunderstanding began when we heard about the 

thousand-folded paper cranes, dedicated to the memorial mon-

ument to the boys and girls who were victims of the Atomic 

Bomb, which bears the name of Sadako, the girl who died from 

the effects of the Atomic Bomb in Hiroshima. 

Unfortunately, even now 75 years after the Atomic bomb was 

dropped on Hiroshima City, many countries will never 

acknowledge the fact that humans, as well as most living be-

ings, can never co-exist with nuclear energy.  They are not will-

ing to do so; therefore, there are many children around the 

present world who are suffering from radiation damage of nu-

clear energy. 

It is the reason why Hiroshima citizens continue to offer the 

thousand-folded paper cranes to the monument.  

By the way, the origin of the thousand-folded paper cranes 

goes back to Archbishop Rogen, who was a leader of Japanese 

Buddhism in the 10th century.  Gansan Daishi, also known as 

Rogen 元三大師良源(912~985), is one of the leaders who took 

the initiative in propagating Buddhism, which was a monopoly 

of the aristocratic class before his time to the common people. 

He is also famous for being a direct teacher of the 6th master of 

Jodo Shinshu, Genshin Kasho. 

When Rogen, highly respected by the common people at that 

time was on his death bed due to aging, many citizens of Kyoto 

who heard of his sickness began to dedicate strings of thou-

sand-folded paper cranes to the nearby shrines and temples.  

They shared their prayers for the longevity of Rogen:  

"Venerable Rogen Shonin, please live longer."  So why did they 

dedicate "the strings of thousand folded-paper cranes”? 

Rogen is considered the first person to make frequent use of 

Buddhist narratives when sharing Buddhism to the common  

                      Continued in next column 
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Mr. & Mrs. Hitoshi Aoki - In Appreciation 

     for Care Packages    $100.00 

Mrs. Toshiko Kawagoe - In Appreciation  

     for Care Packages        50.00 

October Monthly Memorial Service Donations 

Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Kaplan      300.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Okamura     100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Kubota       50.00 

Mrs. Lynn Kurumaji         50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Kato         40.00 

The Masumoto Family         30.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Ueda        30.00 

Mrs. Fumiko Ikemiya        25.00 

Mrs. Kiyoko Inn         25.00 

Ms. Amy Naito         25.00 

Ms. Marissa Okamura & Ms. Stephanie 

     Okamura         25.00 

Mrs. Ayako Yamada        25.00 

Mrs. Ellen Yamada        25.00 

Mr. Kiyoshi Aoki         20.00 

Mrs. Sue Kawamoto        20.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Nishida       20.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sakata       20.00 

Mrs. Nancy Sakata        20.00 

The Takasaki Family         20.00 

September Monthly Memorial Service Donations 

Mr. Taro Asami         10.00 

August Monthly Memorial Service Donations 

Mr. & Mrs. Ty Tavlan & Family      50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ty Tavlan & Family      30.00 

Obon Service Donation  

Mr. & Mrs. Ty Tavlan & Family       50.00 

 Church Acknowledges Dana 

   Procedures for Requesting a Minister  
Funerals: 

The family will contact the Reedley Buddhist Church Presi-

dent, Mrs. Vickie Nishida (559) 903-0317 or Funeral Chair-

person, Gary Sakata at (559) 250-9687. 

Makuragyo Service:   

During the week contact the Fresno Betsuin Office (442-

4054) or Rev. Nakagawa on weekdays or weekends directly 

(970-7652). 

Family Memorial Service: 

For services at the Reedley Buddhist Church:  Contact 

the RBC President to check the availability of the Reedley 

Church. Then contact Lee Osaki at  the Fresno Betsuin 

(442-4054)  to schedule the service. Fresno Betsuin office 

hours are 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday thru Friday.  Return 

call to Church President to confirm date and time. 

For services at family home:  Family will contact Lee  

Osaki at the Fresno Betsuin office to arrange for a minister.   

Rev. Nakagawa’s message from page 3 continued: 

Year's resolutions on the paper, and tie them to the branches of 

trees in the precincts. 

Before Rogen, people were just "folding" paper and offering it 
to gods as a dark and negative act, such as an ancient religious 
occult "curse." 

Rogen, in accordance with the Buddhist policy of guiding the 
primitive religion without denying it, turns the negative "folded
-paper Oracle" into a positive "prayer" act of "tying it" to the 
tree in the sanctuary. He was the person who created this tradi-
tion and brought Japanese ancient religion out into the place of 
light.  His achievements were welcomed by the entire devout 
people. 

So, therefore people would offer strings of thousand-folded 
paper cranes as the act of earnestly wishing for the longevity of 
dear Rogen Shonin.  Again, the act of dedicating a thousand-
folded paper cranes is the act of earnestly wishing for the lon-
gevity of the person. 

Set your clocks back one 

hour!  Sunday, November 1 

FALL 

BACK! 
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YAKISOBA DINNER 
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No 2021 BCA Calendar 

     The Buddhist Churches of America decided not 

to print calendars for 2021.  Unfortunately, due to 

Covid-19 restrictions, activities were not held at 

the various temples and churches, and they were 

unable to collect pictures and meet to compile the 

calendar.  We hope that they will be able to con-

tinue this tradition for its members the following 

year.   

Rev. Nakata and Rev. Nakagawa 

Bringing the Dharma  

Virtually! 

Pictures from the virtual October 11th service in Reedley. 

Live Stream & Videos  

Available on the BCA  

Website 

     The Buddhist Churches of America has listed a 

number of websites from various churches and 

temples with either live streaming of services or 

recorded videos during the pandemic.  Please go 

to:  

www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org to find 

the links.  It is a perfect time to listen to Dharma 

talks from other ministers in the BCA. 



 

     The November Monthly Memorial Service will be 
conducted online on Sunday, November 1, 2020 at 
10:00 AM at: https://mobile.twitter.com/fresno 

_nishi  

Families and friends are asked to attend virtually and 
gassho. The deceased and seshu (observant) for No-
vember are as follows: 

DECEASED:        SESHU: (OBSERVANT) 
Masaichi Charles Abe     Nancy Abe 
Sawaichi Matoi      Evelyn Asato 
Hikobei Hara & Douglas       
     Hara      Helen Hara 
Chikashi Haraguchi      Hatsuko Hanashiro 
Shozo Kubo       Arthur Hirata 
Russell Shimizu & Mitsuko   
     Ibara       Eloise Ibara 
Shigetaro Kodama      Karen Sakata 
John Nakata       Carolyn Ikemiya 
Shun Ikemiya       Toshi Kawagoe 
Tatsuzo Ishida & Buntaro  
     Nishimura       Dale Ishida  
Yukiko Ito & George  
     Tsunekawa      Craig Ito & Janet 
            Kamada 
Torao Yamamoto      Chizuko Iwasaki 
Yoshiko Kajihara      Richard Kajihara 
Fumio Shiroyama & Edna  
     Tonami Fujiwara      Nancy Kimura 
Masao Kubo       Alan Kubota 
Herbert Fukuo Maruyama,  
     Kozuchi Nagao & Misayo 
     Nagao       Michael Maruyama 
Sasaichi Miyamoto, Mitsugi  
     Miyamoto & Shozo  
     Miyamoto       Michio Miyamoto 
Yoshio Murase      Emily Murase 
Takashi Naito  & Ronald 
     Nomi       Amy Naito 
Doris Miyuki Kawaguchi     Grace Nakagawa  
Kimiko Nishi &  
     Sadao Nomizu      Alice Nakamura 
Fred Nishida      Julia Ueda 
George Nishida      Larry Nishida 
Sakuichi Mizokami     Ronald Nishinaka 
Janet Yuriko Ohashi     Henry Ohashi 
Toye Tashiro       Dennis Okamura 
Yasuno Mori      Fujiye Okino 

    Continued next column                                          
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November Monthly Memorial Cont. 
 
DECEASED:          SESHU:(OBSERVANT) 
Fumikazu Randy Omachi     Patricia & Kathleen 
     & Haruno Omachi        Omachi 
Kikue Sasaki       Satoshi Sasaki &  
           Shirow Sasaki 
Kiyome Sasaki, Chikara      
     Sasaki & Kazuto Sasaki     Dennis Sasaki 
Rikichi Nakamura, Masaye  
     Nakamura & Toshihiko 
     Nakamura                 Hiroko Shimozono 
Kakuichi Sunamoto &  
Masano Sunamoto      Alma Sunamoto 
Tome Taguchi, Mise  
     Nakamura, & Charles 
     Taguchi                Shizuko Taguchi 
Mitsuye Mori       Yukiye Takayama 
Tsune Takayama      Helen Hamaoka 
Sada Tatami & Hatsuyo  
     Sakamoto       Arthur Tatami 
Joe Togioka & Tisato  
     Kobayashi       Johnnie Togioka 
Yoshito Toyota      Shuzo Toyota 
Kuichi Uyeda       Mary Uyeda 
Takashi Kimoto     Janette Wong-Sing 
                                                        & Amy Tsuji 
Bill Hisao Tsuji     George Tsuji 
Ise Kurokawa, Saburoku  
   Ishikawa & Kyuichi  
   Yamada         Ayako Yamada 
Bunkichi Yamada      Ellen Yamada 

November Monthly  
Memorial Service 

Contact Number for Church Business 

Reedley Church Phone:  (559) 638-2146 

Church President:  Mrs. Vickie Nishida 

             Phone:  (559) 903-0317 

Funeral Committee Chair; Mr. Gary Sakata at:   

             Phone: (559) 250-9687 

Fresno Betsuin Office - Lee Osaki: (559) 442-4054  (call 

 to request a minister or schedule a family service in Reedley 

after contacting Reedley president for church availability) 

Rev. Nakagawa: (urgent for Makuragyo)  (559) 970-7652 

Reedley Buddhist Church  

2035 15th Street - P.O. Box 24  

Reedley, CA 93654  

Phone/FAX: (559) 638-2146  
Website: http://www.reedleybc.org  
Email Pres. Vickie Nishida:  vlnishida1@gmail.com 

Email Newsletter/Webmaster: jk108@sbcglobal.net  

See Procedures for Requesting a Minister on page 4. 
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     Scrip (gift cards) is available for purchase from Kathy Nishinaka.  The church receives a 

small percentage for each gift card sold.  The list above are cards that are on hand and ready 

for purchase.  You can also ask Kathy to order specific ones that are not on the list. (i.e.  

Lowe’s, Old Navy, Best Buy, Bath and Body Works, etc. )  These cards might be a great gift 

since many of you are unable to go shopping for the holidays!   Call Kathy at: (559) 905-3107 

or email her at: knish_1@verizon.net 
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