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   October Calendar 

OCTOBER TOBAN:   

      Canceled for October  

1    Safety Committee Meeting (online)         6:30 PM 

4    Monthly Memorial Service (online)       10:00 AM 

10 FBWA Zoom Meeting (online)       10:00 AM 

11 Family Dharma Service and Pet  

  Memorial Service (online)        10:00 AM 

15  RBC Board Meeting (online)         7:00 PM 

18 Family Dharma Service (online)       10:00 AM 

24  YAKISOBA DRIVE THRU 

 DINNER TAKE OUT           3:00 - 4:30 PM 

25  Family Dharma Service (online)       10:00 AM 

29  CCBWL Meeting (online)          7:00 PM 

SUNDAY SERVICE ONLINE LINK: 

           https://mobile.twitter.com/fresno_nishi  

Reedley Buddhist Church 

Services and Activities   

Canceled During OCTOBER 

     We know it is disappointing, but due to the 

Covid-19 restrictions in Fresno County and recom-

mended by the BCA, all in-person church services 

have been canceled during the month of October.  If 

for some reason this changes, we will notify mem-

bers by mail.   

     If you have any questions, please do not hesitate 

to contact president, Vickie Nishida. 

Sunday Family Dharma Services will be held 

virtually “live” each Sunday at 10:00 AM.  Rev. 

Nakata and/or Rev. Nakagawa will conduct services from 

the following temples:  

October 4 - Fowler - Monthly Memorial Service 

October 11 - Reedley - Pet Memorial Service 

October 18 - Parlier - Family Dharma Service 

October 25 - Visalia - Family Dharma Service 

    Locations of virtual services 

     The Reedley Buddhist Church 

will be sponsoring a Yakisoba Take 

Out Dinner on Saturday, October 24, 2020, from 

3:00 - 4:30 PM.  This will be DRIVE THRU/PICK 

UP ONLY.  Dinners will be PRE-SALE ONLY for 

$12.00 per dinner. (see flyer on page 7) Deadline 

is October 10th. 

     We will have a drive thru tent in front of the 

church so you will not even have to get out of your 

car!   

     Our guest chef will be Rev. Kaz Nakata, and 

there will be additional side items included with 

the dinner made by church members.   

     Since we are unable to have our annual church 

food bazaar (while large gatherings are still dis-

couraged), the board will be sponsoring a few fund 

raisers like this to offset our church expenses.   

     Approximately 200 dinners will be available, so 

please send in your orders as soon as possible.   

     If you have any questions, please called Vickie 

Nishida at (559) 903-0317 or email her at:  

vlnishida1@gmail.com 

Yakisoba Dinner 

Community Outreach Donation  

     The Reedley Buddhist Church Community 

Outreach Fund donated $500 on behalf of the 

Reedley Buddhist Church, to the Red Cross to 

aid in the efforts to help those residents in the 

areas affected by the recent Creek Fire near 

Shaver Lake, Huntington Lake, and Big Creek.  

As most of you know, the Reedley Buddhist 

Church used to sponsor a weekend family camp 

at Camp Keola on Huntington Lake.  We were 

relieved to hear that Camp Keola was saved 

through the efforts of our brave firefighters!  

THANK YOU!  
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Message from Rev. Nakata 

It’s never too late to start doing 
something new 

Hello, all Central California Sangha friends! Alt-
hough we are limited to conduct only outdoor ac-
tivities, there were three unique activities in September. Did you 
follow all of them? If you missed viewing them, please access our 
Central California Nishi Hongwanji Twitter site: @Fresno_Nishi, 
where all our activities are streamed and recorded. You can find 
these video clips on the site. Even if you are not able to access the 
internet, do not worry. I will not exclude anyone who like to see 
what our O-tera (temple/church) are doing! I will make DVD and 
give it to your Temple/Church leaders, and they will deliver it to 
you for playing at home! 

For the first unique activity in September, the first virtual 2020-
2021 Dharma School began on September 20th. During the Summer 
break, both Rinban Nakagawa and I conducted a short Sunday Ser-
vice every week from all the CC temples and church altars. I ex-
press my deepest appreciation to all temple and church leaders for 
their support while we conducted our streaming Sunday services. 
Rinban Nakagawa provided several unique Buddhist sutra texts for 
chanting, so that we could learn more on Jodo Shinshu Buddhist 
teachings. While we continue Streaming Sunday Services, both 
Rinban Nakagawa and I deliver Dharma talks every Sunday except 
for Special Service Sundays. I will speak for Dharma School stu-
dents with my puppet, and Rinban Nakagawa will give his message 
for adults. Hopefully, our messages will deepen your understanding 
of the Dharma and will help you feel more peaceful and calmer in 
the Pandemic situation. 

Do you think it is too late to challenge new things at tem-
ple/church? I do not think so. Look what Kingsburg Buddhist 
Church did for its historic event. Some readers may wonder where 
the church is located. It is a part of our Central California Nishi 
Hongwanji temples but more precisely, the church is a branch tem-
ple of the Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Temple. Many branch temples 
of the Fresno Betsuin have merged or closed in the past. The 
Kingsburg is the last remaining branch temple with the Hondo 
structure in Central Cal. It is located south of Selma, in the Swedish 
village town.  

In my previous article, I mentioned that we proudly conducted the 
CC combined Hatsubon Service and the Obon Dance on August 
15. It was originally scheduled to be held at the outside ground of 
Fresno Betsuin Dharma Center, under the guideline of the local 
health department. However, due to the heat wave warning, we 
changed the location of the Service and the dance to indoors of the 
Family Dharma Center. When the plans of the outdoor dance was 
announced, the members of Kingsburg Buddhist Church expressed 
interest in participating.   Some of them tailored their Yukata 
(Summer Kimono) for their Obon dance participation and they 
were so excited. Because of the heat wave and the limitation partic-
ipation for indoor activities, I had to call and tell them that they 
cannot participate. I felt so bad and could imagine their disappoint-
ment. 

As a Jodo Shinshu minister, my main mission is to encourage and 
motivate our sangha members’ interests and enthusiasm. So, I 
called the president of the Kingsburg Buddhist Church and suggest-
ed that we can do Obon dance at Kingsburg if their Sangha  

    Continued in next column 

members were interested. When we think of Obon, we imagine 
many food and game booths, taiko drums and the yagura (raised 
stage) for the Obon dance instructors. Many manpower hours are 
required to construct these booths and stage. But the origin of the 
Obon dance was people simply hanging around and dancing togeth-
er. I told the president, “I have a speaker and a microphone. If we 
find an Obon dance teacher, we are good to go. We should start 
with a simple Obon and if later, the Kingsburg members want to 
make the event bigger, they can put in the efforts needed to draw 
more people with food and drink.”  

So, as the second unique activity in September, the Kingsburg Obon 
dance was held in the evening of September 20th, the same day that 
our Dharma School resumed. If you watched the Kingsburg Obon 
dance, you might have noticed that there were not many helpers. 
But even so, they had the passion to host the Obon dance. It became 
their first ever Obon event in Kingsburg. I always encourage and 
tell Sangha members that the number of helpers or participants is 
secondary. Most important is our interest, and enthusiasm. As a 
minister, I can help and assist the growth of temples and I do both 
as much as possible, but essentially, I need your passion. I hope this 
Obon dance at Kingsburg will become one of the positive outlooks 
for the Central Cal Sangha. 

For the third unique activity in September, the Central California 
Combined Fall Ohigan Service will be held at the Manzanar Nation-
al Historic Site. I write “will be” because this article is being written 
before the Service takes place. I have many things to write about for 
this event, so I will include it in the next newsletter. The service will 
be livestreamed on Twitter so you can watch the service before the 
next issue of the temple newsletter is published. 

It’s never too late to start doing something new.  

I discussed at several CC board meetings, the possibility of food 
fundraisers (for pickup or drive-thru). Some of our temple and 
churches had to cancel their fundraisers due to the shelter in place 
order, and/or the temporary closures. I personally wanted to help 
our temples and churches as they mainly provided dine-in fundrais-
ers, so I suggested a pickup and/or drive-thru fundraisers instead. 
After discussions at the board meetings, I was accepted to help 
Reedley and Fresno with their food fundraisers for this fall. Please 
check the details of their fundraisers in their respective newsletters. 
I also plan to have a second snack bag fundraiser. This time, I will 
wrap snacks with clear wrapping, so you can use it as a holiday gift 
for your loved ones. 

It is always good to learn our Buddhist teachings from books, how-
ever, it is also important to experience the essence of Namo Amida 
Butsu through someone’s deed of reverence to the teachings. The 
saying of Namo Amida Butsu is an expression of deepest gratitude 
to all sentient beings. Thus, it is not a prayer's word to a higher be-
ing. I will try my best to maintain all CC temples and churches, so 
please continue to support your local temple and church. I recite 
Namo Amida Butsu to all of you. I really appreciate your help and 
support. Gassho. 
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Nobunaga's ambitions were crushed by a long-running draw for 

the next 10 years. (I won't discuss here whether it is good or 

bad for Buddhists to have a war.) 

The Republic of Jodo Shinshu, which started by rejecting the 

royal power in the 15th century in the Jodo Shinshu region and 

after maintaining a unique system for over 100 years, unfortu-

nately, was incorporated into the stronger royal power, Tokuga-

wa Shogunate. However, the influence of the royal power was 

relatively weak, and the spirit of the republic continued to be 

maintained thereafter. 

In the 20th century, America, due to the unreasonableness of 

the federal government, forced Americans of Japanese ancestry 

to live in Concentration Camps that violated the Constitution. 

Isseis and Niseis spoke the same words:   

"Shō-ga-nai-keh-nō…well, let me see...GO FOR BROKE!” 

For the sake of the mother and for the family, the Nikkei troop, 

442nd Regimental Combat Team, continued to perform their 

duty, even if the casualty rate exceeded 300%.  They were nev-

er the descendants of the professional "Samurai”; they were the 

descendants of the Jodo Shinshu peasant rebel army, who al-

most established a republic system in the 16th century, which 

appeared again in the 20th century USA. 

Jodo Shinshu Buddhists never despair and never give up. We 

are the successors to the core of Mahayana Buddhism, which 

Buddha most enthusiastically propagated. 

Please never say, "Shikata-ga-nai.” 

“Anyone whoever has been born in human form attains Buddha

-hood without exception.  Moreover, one could attain Buddha-

hood moment by moment without interruption and innumerable 

people would attain Buddha-hood unquestionably. You should 

never arouse the flinching heart from difficulties.”                   

[“Mahāyāna Sūtra Lankāra”, Chapter ‘Adhimukti’ – 11] 

Message from Rev. Nakagawa 

Shō-ga-nai-ken-nō does  

NOT mean Shikata-ga-nai 

For some time, I've always wanted to resolve that misunder-

standing. 

From 150 to 100 years ago, our Japanese-American communi-

ty, who immigrated from Japan, a country that speaks a com-

pletely different language, became English-speaking Ameri-

cans.  This difference in languages has resulted in many cultur-

al misconceptions based on Lost in Translation.  Most of them 

are settled as smileys  now, but some of those Lost in Transla-

tions are obviously harmful to the new generations in forming 

their identity as Americans of Japanese ancestry. 

The first thing that must be mentioned is the word, "Shikata-ga-

nai," that is still used in Japanese, even in the third and fourth 

generations. In most cases, it is used as words of resignation; 

for example, Japanese-Americans detained in Concentration 

Camps during World War II were despaired in a difficult reality

--shikata-ga-nai. This is the example that creates the most mis-

understanding today. It has become a word that expresses the 

negativeness of Japanese Americans. This is a curse made by 

Lost in Translation; a curse that must be unraveled. 

This is the historical fact:  Most of the Issei of Japanese immi-

grants did not speak the standard language centered on the To-

kyo area, which is "Shikata-ga-nai.”  They used dialects from 

the western part of the Japanese archipelago, such as "Shō-ga-

nai-ken,” "Shō-ga-nai-ken-nō,” and "Shō-ga-na-ka-rō.”  Espe-

cially for the Issei from Hiroshima, Yamaguchi, and Shimane 

prefectures, who were the core of California immigrants, "Shō-

ga-nai-keh-nō," was the most common.  The contents are deci-

sively different between "Shikata-ga-nai" and "Shō-ga-nai-keh-

nō.”  

"Shikata-ga-nai" is a word of complete resignation, looking up 

at the sky with both hands up. That pose means, "I can't help 

it," or “There is nothing for it but to accept.” 

Instead, "Shō-ga-nai-ken-nō" is the word that comes out when 

they look down, focusing on the point with their arms crossed 

and recognizing the desperate situation, but thinking about pos-

sible ways to solve it. That contrasting pose means: “It’s a first-

time experience; no data cannot help…” or “Well, let me 

see....” 

Residents in 16th century Japan, mainly farmers of the Repub-

lic of Hongwanji who were facing genocidal attack by the abso-

lute dictator, Oda Nobunaga, spoke the same words:   

"Shō-ga-nai-ken-nō…well, let me see...OK, TAKE HIS 

HEAD!” 

                                                     Continued in next column  

Live Stream & Videos  

Available on the BCA  

Website 

     The Buddhist Churches of America has listed a 

number of websites from various churches and 

temples with either live streaming of services or 

recorded videos during the pandemic.  Please go 

to:  

www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org to find 

the links.  It is a perfect time to listen to Dharma 

talks from other ministers in the BCA. 
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Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Kaplan - In Appreciation 

     for Care Packages    $500.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Hide Nakamura - In Memory 

     of Nishida Family Members     300.00 

Dr. Cindy Fujii & Dr. Timothy Sahams -  

     In Appreciation for Care Packages    200.00 

Ms. Amy Naito - In Appreciation for  

     Care Packages      100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Nobuhiro - In Appreciation 

     for Care Packages      100.00 

Mrs. Ellen Yamada - In Appreciation for 

     Care Packages      100.00 

Mrs. Ayako Yamada - In Appreciation for 

     Care Packages        75.00 

Mrs. Amy Naito - In Appreciation for  

     Care Packages        50.00 

Mrs. Kazuko Tatami - In Appreciation for 

     Care Packages        20.00 

September Memorial Service Donations 

Mr. Gerry Hada       200.00 

Mr. Gerry Hada      200.00 

Mrs. Carolyn Ikemiya      100.00 

Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Ikemiya     100.00 

Mrs. Toshiko Kawagoe & Family     100.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Nishinaka     100.00 

Mr. Kiyoshi Aoki         50.00 

Mrs. Chizuko Iwasaki         50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Nobuhiro        50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Okamura       50.00 

Mr. Michio Miyamoto        40.00 

Mrs. Alice Nakamura        40.00 

Mrs. Ayako Yamada        40.00 

Mrs. Kikuyo Ikemiya        30.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Hitoshi Aoki        25.00 

Mr. & Mrs. James Hatakeda       25.00 

Mrs. Fumiko Ikemiya        25.00 

Mrs. Kiyoko Inn        25.00 

Ms. Amy Naito         25.00 

Mr. Tom Shitanishi         25.00 

Mrs. Yukiye Takayama       25.00 

Mrs. Ellen Yamada        25.00 

Ms. Michi Hotta        20.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kobayashi        20.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Nishida       20.00 

Mrs. Yukiye Takayama       20.00 

         Continued in next column 

 Church Acknowledges Dana August Memorial Service Donations 

Mrs. Carolyn Ikemiya    $  50.00 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Tahara & Family       50.00 

Mrs. Alice Nakamura        40.00 

Care Packages for Seniors 79+  

Continues 

     Due to the generous support of our church com-

munity and members, we are able to continue 

with the monthly Care Packages for our senior 

members 79+.  As stated before, we are unable to 

deliver to members that are staying with family 

outside the area and residents in retirement or 

assisted living facilities due to visitation limita-

tions. We know that they are being well taken 

care of. 

     Thank you again to Rev. Nakata for burning 

DVD’s of the Central California Virtual Hatsubon 

& Virtual Obon.  Thank you to Ms. Phylis Nishida 

and Ms. Iris Yamagata for keeping an eye out for 

hard to find items, and Central Fish for their dis-

count on items purchased.  Thank you to the com-

mittee for shopping, making bento boxes, baking 

cookies, and assembling the care packages.  We 

appreciate all past donors as well! 

     If you have any ideas for items for our next 

care packages, please feel free to contact Vickie 

Nishida.   
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● Sat. Oct. 10, 10 am- 12 pm: Technobuddha Seminar 
- Good Trouble!   " I don't think Slavery ended in 
1865... I think it just evolved."  ~ Bryan Stevenson .    
Guest speaker: Rick Stam-
bul   https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/wpcont
ent/uploads/2020_10_10_techbobuddha_flyer_r1.pdf 

● Sat. Oct. 24, 10 am - 12 pm: "Dharma in Your Life"-
 Guest speakers: Rev. Marvin Harada, Rev. Maribeth 
"Smitty" Smith, and Rev. Jon Turner. Presented by the 
CBE Every Day Buddhism Committee. Flyer: 
 https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020_10_24_edb_seminar.pdf  

Registration 
link  https://forms.gle/KpuCDxWEG8devm2EA 

● Sat. Oct. 31,  11 am – 1 pm PDT: “Shin Buddhism & 
the Supernatural”- Speaker: Rev. Jerry Hirano 
Registration Link   https://forms.gle/N5FPpnjqgsCUjsD17 

Center for Buddhist  

Education (CBE) Events 

Online 

https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2020_10_10_techbobuddha_flyer_r1.pdf
https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2020_10_10_techbobuddha_flyer_r1.pdf
https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2020_10_24_edb_seminar.pdf
https://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2020_10_24_edb_seminar.pdf
https://forms.gle/KpuCDxWEG8devm2EA
https://forms.gle/SY8wcw4KQ5F1wEhR6
https://forms.gle/N5FPpnjqgsCUjsD17


 

     The October Monthly Memorial Service will be 
conducted online on Sun., October 4, 2020 at 10:00 
AM.  https://mobile.twitter.com/fresno_nishi  

Families and friends are asked to attend virtually and 
gassho. The deceased and seshu (observant) for Octo-
ber are as follows: 
DECEASED:        SESHU: (OBSERVANT) 
Haruno Aoki    Fujiye Okino 
Midori Aoki    Hitoshi Aoki 
Hamako Nakagawa   Misa Hatakeda 
Taro Hatanaka   Joyce Hatanaka 
Shizue Kathleen Ikemoto  Sharlene Hayakawa 
Lois Miyuki Yamamoto  Arthur Hirata 
Henry Masato Hosaka   Russell Hosaka & Gayle 
         Kaplan 
Taka Ibara & Masae Ibara  Kan Ibara 
Matsue Ikemiya   Toshi Kawagoe 
Mino Enoshima   Kiyoko Inn & Nancy  
         Sakata 
Masato Tsudama   Kiyoko Inn 
Satsuki Ishida & Yoshi Ishida  Dale Ishida 
Eddie Kaoru Hirano   Lorraine Iwo 
Yaeko Kai    Eva Iwanaga 
Agnes Nobue Kamada  David Kamada 
Hisayo Helen Fujita   Sue Kawamoto 
Mary Sachiko Okubo   Janet Kamada & Craig   
         Ito 
Frank Masao Kubota, Shime  
     Yoneta & Take Kanefuku  Ben Kubota 
Mitsue Maruyama   Michael Maruyama 
Natsuyo Matoi & Akio Matoi  Evelyn Asato 
Setsuo Miyamoto   Michio Miyamoto 
Miki Morita & Fusakichi  
     Takeuchi    Lynn Kurumaji 
Shigeji Naito    Amy Naito 
Jitsuji Bungo    Grace Nakagawa 
Steven Shin Nakagawa &  
     Kametaro Nakagawa  Midori Iwasaki 
Haruye Nishida & Yasumatsu  
     Kishi    Julia Ueda & Larry  
         Nishida 
Tokumatsu Nishinaka   Ronald Nishinaka 
Tosaku Nobuhiro   Ben Nobuhiro 
Lola Ohashi   Henry Ohashi 
Mabel Matsuko Okamura  Dale Okamura 
Bunichi Omachi   Kathleen Omachi &  
         Patricia Omachi 
Hideo Otani & Sayoko Otani Priscilla Otani 
Matao Sakata & Fumiko 
     Mizote   Nancy Sakata 
Sada Yamamoto & Yoshiye  
     Nakata    Ruth Sasaki 
 
    Continued next column 
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October Monthly Memorial Cont. 
 
DECEASED:          SESHU:(OBSERVANT) 
 
Hiromi Shimizu   Teruko Shibata 
Sumiko Betty Taguchi   Shizuko Taguchi 
Toshimatsu Nakagawa &  
     Tatsuno Nakagawa   Karen Takasaki     
Tamekichi Yoneda   Helen Hamaoka 
Fumi Togioka    Johnnie Togioka 
Rai Wada   Greg Wada 
Hiroshi Morikawa & Michiye  
     Eguchi   Ayako Yamada 
Ruth Yuriko Kobayashi  Ellen Yamada 

October Monthly  
Memorial Service 

   Procedures for Requesting a Minister  
Funerals: 

The family will contact the Reedley Buddhist Church Presi-

dent, Mrs. Vickie Nishida (559) 903-0317 or Funeral Chair-

person, Gary Sakata at (559) 250-9687. 

Makuragyo Service:   

During the week contact the Fresno Betsuin Office (442-

4054) or Rev. Nakagawa on weekdays or weekends directly 

(970-7652). 

Family Memorial Service: 

For services at the Reedley Buddhist Church:  Contact 

the RBC President to check the availability of the Reedley 

Church. Then contact Lee Osaki at  the Fresno Betsuin 

(442-4054)  to schedule the service. Fresno Betsuin office 

hours are 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday thru Friday.  Return 

call to Church President to confirm date and time. 

For services at family home:  Family will contact Lee  

Osaki at the Fresno Betsuin office to arrange for a minister.   

Contact Number for Church Business 

Reedley Church Phone:  (559) 638-2146 

Church President:  Mrs. Vickie Nishida 

             Phone:  (559) 903-0317 

Funeral Committee Chair; Mr. Gary Sakata at:   

             Phone: (559) 250-9687 

Fresno Betsuin Office - Lee Osaki: (559) 442-4054  (call 

 to request a minister or schedule a family service in Reedley 

after contacting Reedley president for church availability) 

Rev. Nakagawa: (urgent for Makuragyo)  (559) 970-7652 

Reedley Buddhist Church  

2035 15th Street - P.O. Box 24  

Reedley, CA 93654  

Phone/FAX: (559) 638-2146  
Website: http://www.reedleybc.org  
Email Pres. Vickie Nishida:  vlnishida1@gmail.com 

Email Newsletter/Webmaster: jk108@sbcglobal.net  
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$12.00 


